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Smith Mountain Lake State Park
FRIENDS NEWSLETTER – 2011
Editor - Frankie Puckett

	ANNUAL NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE STATE PARK

	ANNIVERSARY EDITION – CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF SERVICE


Special Benches in the Park

What Do They Mean?

Sally Hutslar, President


The Friends of Smith Mountain Lake State Park became an organization in 1996. Since that time only three individuals have been awarded the highest honor the “Friends” bestow on their members – a bench.  To earn this honor a member must contribute 3000 volunteer hours in activities supported by the Friends. The attractive wooden bench bears the name of its recipient, and each recipient determines where, in the park, his or her bench is placed.  


The three members who have received this honor are: Earl Jacquot, Jeanne Fischer and Jim Fischer.  The activities that these dedicated Friends have been involved in are many and varied.
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Earl Jacquot served as president and has overseen a number of Friends’ activities including: the Fishing Clinic, the Aspiring Angler’s Fishing Tournament, and Music in the Park.  He has also spent countless hours as a host at the Visitor Center, now re-named the Discovery Center.


Jim and Jeanne Fischer have been members of the Friends since shortly after the organization began.  Jeanne also served as president, has spent hours assisting with the Park’s many educational programs for children, and has given programs about the mission of the Friends to community organizations. Both Jeanne and husband, Jim, coordinated Music in the Park for four years and have worked with state legislators and attended numerous Virginia Association for Parks conferences to help promote the Friends of the State Park program throughout Virginia.


Additionally, Jim has served as Treasurer, as a host at the Discovery Center, as coordinator of the Friends Hayride program, and as a volunteer in the Jr. Ranger program.  He also has provided and maintained a bee hive at the Discovery Center, during the summer season, for 12 years.


All three of these individuals continue to be active members of the Friends. So, as you walk throughout the park and see a wooden bench, check to see if it has the name of one of our three honored Friends members. And, if you would like to become involved with the park and the activities of the Friends, contact the park office or go to the Friends website: www.SmithMountainLakeStateParkFriends.com  to download an application.  We are always looking for new members!!

.
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Officers of  the Friends of SML State Park

Sally Hutslar


                          President

Gene Chianelli

                 Vice-President
Patti  Gerhart 

                         Treasurer

Dot Tipton

                                Secretary

Board Members – includes current officers plus:

Jeanne Fischer 

                  Past President

Ray Haymaker

Honorary Board Member

Jim Dodd       

    Elected Representative

Bernie Tipton

    Elected Representative
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Interpreter’s Notes - Lauri Schular
2011 Special Activities
All activities are open to the public. 

Some programs require pre-registration while others are free.  Contact the Main Office at 297-6066 for details and/or to check about any weather related changes.
(((
(Wildlife Wednesday Cruises(
We’ve teamed up with Virginia Dare Cruises to offer this fun-filled & informative lunch cruise.

Join us the first Wednesday of each month!

Noon to 2:00 pm – Boat boards @ 11:30 am

Wildlife Cruises April thru October 2011
Call (540) 297-7100 for reservations. For further information contact  www.vadarecruises.com
♫♪♪♫
(Music in the Park(
Bring the family and folding chairs to the Beach

Pavilion to enjoy a special evening of music

Join us the fourth Saturday of these months!

8:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

May 28, June 25, July 23 & Aug. 27

Presented by The Friends of SML State Park.  Call Main Office 297-6066 for more information
((((
Little Rangers: 4 to 6 yrs

Wednesdays: 10:30 to 11:30 am 
June 15 & 29 - July 13 & 27 and Aug. 10           
Head to the Discovery Center to introduce your 4-6 year old to the wonders found in your back yard.  Little Rangers will discover and explore nature through hands-on activities and crafts.

Come early to pre-register. FREE
((((
Jr. Rangers For children ages 7 and up.

Fridays: 10:00 am – Noon 
June 17th thru Aug 12th

This weekly series offers our youngsters a chance to explore their natural surroundings.  They learn what it’s like to be a Ranger and they learn what life was like for a Civil War soldier when we go on maneuvers. 
We meet at the DC. Snack included.
Register early Fridays at the Discovery Center.
It’s all free thanks to the generous sponsorship

and volunteers provided by The Friends of Smith

Mountain Lake State Park. 
2011 Special Events Callendar
Prepared by Lauri Schular

WINTER LECTURE SERIES

January 9, 2011 - 3:00 to 4:00 pm

“Myths About Lee’s Surrender”

Presented by: Patrick Schroeder

February 6, 2011 - 3:00 to 4:00 pm

 “Life Cycle of the Wild Turkey”

Presented by: Bruce Ingram

March 6, 2011 - 3:00 to 4:00 pm

 “Deer Herds on the Rise in Virginia”

Presented by: Dr. Todd Fredericksen

April 3, 2011 - 3:00 to 4:00 pm

 “Patrick Henry - The Forgotten Founding Father” Presented by: Ron Coleman

((Women’s Wellness Weekend((
April 8, 9 & 10, 2011

Presented by: DCR

Natural Tunnel State Park

April 16, 2011 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

(Envirothon Journey(
April 23, 2011 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Presented by SML State Park & Blue Ridge

Soil & Water for the Girl Scouts of the VA Skyline Council at the Discovery Center

(Easter Celebration(
April 30, 2011 - 10:30 to Noon
Easter egg hunt, crafts and more 

at the Discovery Center

(Wild Flower Walk(
April 30, 2011 – 10:00am to 11:00 am 

Discover nature’s hidden treasures while on a short walk. Meet at the Discovery Center

♥Mother’s Day Tea Party♥
May 7, 2011 - 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Bring Mom to the Discovery Center for tea.

(Appalachian Power(
Smith Mountain Lake Triathlon
May 7, 2011 – Starting at 9:00 am
Presented by: www.setupevents.com

(Take Pride in Smith Mountain Lake(
(Clean-Up Day (
May 7, 2011 - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Presented by: Smith Mountain Lake Association

Meet at the Boat Ramp
(Youth Fishing Clinic(
June 4, 2011 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Presented by: Bedford Parks & Recreation.

Discovery Center
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(Aspiring Anglers(
June 11, 2011 - 9:00 am to Noon

Presented by: Friends of SML State Park.

Boat Ramp

75th Anniversary of State ParksCelebration

June 18, 2011 - 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Fun family activities and birthday cake.

Discovery Center
Great American Backyard Campout! 
June 25 & 26, 2011

Join SML State Park Rangers in Campground for useful tips, food and fun in the great outdoors!
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Fourth of July Activities(
July 2 & 3, 2011

Fun Family Activities Planned

Sand Castle building contest - Swimming

Beach Area
((Women’s Wellness Weekend((
September 23, 24 & 26 2011

Presented by: DCR @ Douthat State Park
(Big Lick Triathlon(
September 24, 2011 - starts 9:00 am

Presented by:  www.setupevents.com

Goblins and Goodies

October 29, 2011 - 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Come to the Discovery Center for treats, stories and a costume contest!

(13th Annual Flotilla for Toys(
November 26, 2011 - 7:00 to 9:00 pm

Presented by: Virginia Dare Cruises

Toy drive at our Beach Pavilion to benefit

[image: image11.wmf]Lake Christian Ministries.
Deck the Halls, Naturally
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December 3, 2011 - 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Centerpiece Making Workshop

Shop Area

Interpreter’s Contact Information

(540)297-5998
lauri.schular@dcr.virginia.gov
Friends spreading mulch on the gardens at the Discovery Center May 2010.

FRIENDS 15TH ANNIVERSARY 2011

Congratulations Friends of Smith Mountain Lake State Park!!   Fifteen years ago Ray Haymaker was pressing forward with interested citizens and park officials to start a Friends Group here at SMLSP.  Records state that the first meeting consisted of eleven people.  Today our membership exceeds eighty.  

Information from the History of the Friends of Smith Mountain Lake State Park (Revised – June 2004):
“The first history of the Friends of Smith Mountain Lake Park can be found in the Spring 1997 issue of the Turtle Island Times.  This was the first issue of a newsletter that sprang from the interest and dedication of the group to promote not only the Friends but the park itself…
“…’The idea of forming a friends group came about late in the summer of 1995.  Chief Ranger, Tom Witowski, and an interested patron of the Park, Ray Haymaker, began to promote the idea to various other interested individuals.’ [Our History, Ruth Willis]


“The official organizational meeting of the Friends of Smith Mountain Lake State Park was held on March 4, 1996.  There were eleven people attending.  At this meeting the group developed a five-point mission statement, completed an application for incorporation and began work on a set of by-laws.
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“Also at this time Chief Ranger Tom Witowski presented a list of six projects for the group to consider undertaking.  This list included: 1) Increase Visitor Center hours of operation  2) Assist with interpretive programs.  3) Purchase educational materials  4)  Obtain and refurbish a hay wagon 5) Enhance the appearance of the conference room at the Visitor Center  6) Establish and assume responsibility for selling articles/souvenirs at the Visitor Center…
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“During this organizational period meetings were held on a weekly basis as the group continued to work on the by-laws, articles of incorporation, 501C3 tax status – which made contributions tax deductible, and designation as a Citizen Support Organization.  By July of 1996 the articles of incorporation were completed.”
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Discovery Gardens

Patti Gerhart


The Discovery Center  is surrounded by gardens which are tended by members of the Friends who enjoy working in the gardens, cultivating the soil and beautifying the area.


The Butterfly garden is located behind the Discovery Center and contains lots of perennial flowers and shrubs such as Cone Flower, Yarrow, Lavender, Rosemary, Butterfly Bush, Bee Balm and Milkweed to name a few.  The plants in this garden were selected not only for their colorful and fragrant attributes but also because they provide a food source for the birds, butterflies, bees and other insects and pollinators in the area.


In the front on the north side of the building is another garden called the Native Species garden since most of the plant material in this garden is native to Virginia.  This garden has a lot of natural shade which allows native Ferns, Wild Ginger, Bloodroot, Trillium, Columbine and other shade plants to thrive.  The sunny part of this garden is host to a Fringe Tree, Grey Owl Juniper, Amsonia, (blue star) and Itea, (sweetspire).  


The gardens in front of the Discovery Center planted many years ago by the Park and contain several Sweet Bay Magnolias, Rhododendrons, Mountain Laurel, and Azaleas.  The Moneta Garden Club tends the garden area at the entrance of the Park.  The Friends have increased the plantings and have worked for the past several years to maintain the gardens at the Discovery Center.   
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Workers from the Friends clean out mudwort and trim butterfly bushes in the spring.

Year End Volunteer Hours Report for 2010 Jim Dodd
Total Volunteer Hours for 2010 = 3148

Average Hours per Month = 262

Number of Volunteers Reporting = 48

(We have more but not everybody reports.)

Average Number of Volunteers per Month = 26

Cumulative Number of Volunteer Hours Contributed to Smith  Mountain Lake State Park by the Friends =  54458
The 2009 calculation from Virginia Service (VAService.org)  was  $20.93* per hour for  volunteer time (The 2010 number is not in yet.)  That gives the Friends contributed hours in 2010 a value of more than $65,887.  The total value of the Friends volunteer hours over the years, in 2009 dollars, is  $1,139.806

When you add in the cash contributions, PR and good will value, and the program assistance (i.e. Winter Lecture Series, Music in the Park), the Friends of the Smith Mountain Lake State Park represent a significant  resource to the Park and the community.   Keep up the good work Friends of the SML State Park!

*The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC), Economic Information Services Division, uses the Current Employment Statistics annualized average hourly earnings for all production and non-supervisory workers on private non-farm payrolls in Virginia. The figure is an estimated value and is increased 12% to allow for benefits (effective April 2009).
FYI - LECTURE SERIES INFORMATION


In the Winter and early Spring four lectures are scheduled on Sundays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Discovery Center for a single ticket fee of $7.00 which includes the cost of parking.  Season tickets are available as well. 
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Bob Villwock and Ranger Junior Bennett assist with the Spring 2010 garden clean-up.
What SML State Park Offers


Smith Mountain Lake State Park is a place with many options for recreation and relaxation.  Those who choose to walk or run have the perfect place to exercise.  With thirteen trails of varying degrees of difficulty hikers and bikers can spend days exploring the Park. Signage provides information about what to expect on the trails. Runners can find places along the roadways where many enjoy early morning runs.  A triathlon is held at the Park each spring and many travel some distance to participate.
Watch for “At Home on the Trails”


A new member of the Friends, Mark Puckett, has discovered the trails at SML State Park.  Even though he had visited this area for the past fifteen years, he never visited the Park frequently until the summer of 2010.  Then in July of 2010 he made a discovery – the trails.


Since July 2010 he has run the trails countless times.  Now he enjoys runs in the Park or an occasional walk.  At times he spends time cleaning limbs and debris from the trails or he reports the locations of large limbs to the Park Office.  (Note:  Cleaning the trails is a regular project of the Friends on the first and third Thursday of each month - weather permitting.)


This led him to join the Friends and to write an article which is scheduled to appear in the 2011 July/August issue of the Laker Magazine. It also gave him the opportunity to share his new found discovery as noted in excerpts from his upcoming article.  “…The trails are also soft underfoot but firm, and the flora and foliage quiet the surroundings.  In fact, it is so silent at times that you feel like you’re in an empty cathedral, especially early mornings. 


“I was often the only person on my runs, always seeing deer.  I recall one morning when I was alone and I came over the rise back toward the Visitor’s Center to see a mist rising and a doe in the distance, as if there mystically.  She lifted her head and stared.

“Sometimes, the humidity had sweat pouring off my body.  I was forced to a humbling walk at these times.  And yet, I suddenly became a hiker, which was fine too.  I walked and thought-and only felt regret because I had not discovered this pristine place until now.”
Lady Bikers Visit 

While Interpreter Lauri Schular was assisting  a volunteer with an historical display a group of lady bikers happened by the Discovery Center.  After introductions, photos and a “good time had by all”, the ladies departed declaring they had enjoyed this serendipitous encounter.  Later we received the following photos and notes.  “It was such joy to meet you. We are from NE, SC, NC, Colorado, Missouri, & Silver Spring, MD. Latter lady has house at Gross Point, Smith Lake. Blessings, Katherine Jeter.”


“ … You must know that you and Laurie were one of the megahighlights of our visit to VA. Thanks so much… think of me and pray for me as I ride cross country from San Diego to St. Augustine next March 4 - April 29! All God's blessings, Katherine”


PARK INFORMATION


The summer season usually runs from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  The volunteers and staff take great pride in the Park and work hard to highlight its best features.


The Contact Station and the new Visitor Center are prominent at the Park’s entrance.  Visitors can quickly access information they need and be on their way.   The State Park’s new 4000 square foot Visitor Center was completed in 2009. It is a LEED certified building (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design).  The new building has 1,400 square feet of display and interpretation area, the Visitor Center with a gift shop, conference room, staff offices, restrooms and storage facilities.  Plans are being developed for the display area and displays.  

Smith Mountain Lake State Park Staff

Park Manager;  Brian Heft

Assistant Park Manager;  Nate Clark

Chief Ranger;  Lee Wilcox
Office Manager;  Sarah Fisher

Office Services Aide;  Olivia Tarves
Interpreter;  Lauri Schular

Housekeeping Supervisor;  Bonnie Graham

Park Ranger;  John Mitchell

Park Ranger;  Junior Bennett

Trades Tech II (Carpenter Asst;  Frank West
Maintenance Ranger;  Michael Carter
Maintenance Ranger;  Tyler Powell
Maintenance Ranger;  Mark Goode

Park Contact Numbers

Park Office:  540-297-6066

Visitor Center:  540-297-5998




2011 General Assembly-A Brief Recap
Johnny Finch-Pres. Virginia Association for Parks

“The 2011 General Assembly legislative session is now ended. Here’s a brief recap of the results relative to the state park system.


The Governor’s proposed budget imposed cuts to the park system but Senator Mary Margaret Whipple successfully patroned a budget amendment that resulted in the park system getting an increase of $1.2 million and 15 full time positions. Please take a minute to send Senator Whipple a “thanks” at district31@senate.virginia.gov.


We were less successful in our effort to get state park law enforcement personnel covered by the Virginia Law Officers Retirement System (VaLORS). But we did get further this year than ever before.


Senator Creigh Deeds patroned the bill (SB1233). The Senate Finance Committee approved the bill by a 11-3 vote and the full Senate subsequently passed the bill with a vote of 31-7. But the House did not go along. The House Appropriation Subcommittee on Compensation and Retirement voted 4-2 to table the bill. We’ll try again next year.


Thanks for your continuing support for Virginia’s parks.”
Johnny

Volunteers Recognized


The three volunteers who were recognized for over 3000 hours of volunteer service to the Park at a Friends meeting this year are Jim Fischer, Jean Fischer and Earl Jacquot.  Awards for benches to be placed in the Park in their honor were presented by Nate Clark, Assistant Park Manager.
Opportunities and Notes About the Park
Discover the Discovery Center

The interpreter, Miss Lauri, plans and maintains a busy schedule of activities at the Discovery Center and most of them are free.  

 Volunteers from the Friends help with the youth programs, greet guests, pitch in for clean-up projects when needed, and work on the landscaping around the building.   New Friends participate in an introduction and short orientation to the Park and the responsibilities of a volunteer.

Places Available in the Park

Spots around the Park can be reserved for a fee for family reunions, weddings, wedding receptions, and other private functions.   Fee schedules and locations that are available can be found at both the Visitor Center and the Discovery Center. 

Youth Conservation Corps (YCC)


For the past several years the Friends have welcomed the YCC Crews in June with a picnic and given them a big send off picnic at the end of their three week program.
The Friends Clean-Up Crew


One of the important activities of the Friends is caring for the Park grounds. The Clean-Up Committee is led by Herm McCreary.  On the first and third Thursday of each month volunteers meet at the Visitor Center at 9:30 a.m. and decide which trails to walk through and clean.  Small limbs are moved by the volunteers and debris is collected.  Larger limbs and debris are reported to the staff at the Main Office to inform them about locations.  


In other areas volunteers who help with mowing or using any of the heavy equipment are required to be trained in safety and proper usage of the equipment by Park personnel before engaging in those activities.  Clean-Up and maintenance of the 1,248 acres in the Park receives emphasis year round. 
Members of an early spring 2011 clean-up group, (front) Lorraine Judd, Diane Dorsye, and (back) Dick Hendrix, Kathleen Wilcox, Ray Judd, gathered leaves at the Discovery Center.
The Friends Website


The Friends website is maintained by Kathy McDonough who keeps the site updated.  She encourages participation and works to keep the members posted about activities in the Park and progress on the site.  

Visitors and members are encouraged to check out the website to see what is current.  Kathy is always looking for pictures.  If you have any to share go to the site and send her some.

Note below the URL for our website is http://www.smithmountainlakestateparkfriends.com/
OSPREY PROGRAM
A continuing program of interest for the Friends is the Osprey Project.  Because of the technology involved and the juxtaposing concerns of nature (i.e. lightning strikes) and other problems which have been encountered, this project has been a continual work in progress.  This has been a challenge at many levels and Friend volunteers and Park Staff continue to work to develop it.
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Camping and Cabins


Camping and cabins are open year-round and another good reason for people to visit SML State Park. Special events and Youth Activities at the Discovery Center are enjoyed by those who spend time in a cabin or at a camp site.  








Boat Ramps and Piers





	The Public Boat Ramp and the adjacent piers are especially important for those with boats.  Folks can get their boats in the lake or fish from the piers at the Boat Ramps.  


	The Friends help with the Fishing Clinic and Fishing Tournament that is held each June.  One week the children learn how to fish and the next week they vie for the best catch in several categories.  The Friends provide lunch for the participants.





2010 FRIENDS NEWSLETTER 2010 – page 3











 FRIENDS NEWSLETTER 2011 – page 3








FRIENDS NEWSLETTER 2011 – page 5











Reminder for current members:  Annual dues of $12 are due before the fiscal year ends on June 30.
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The Beach Area


	The 500 ft. sandy Beach is the most popular spot at the Park.  Guests can swim, rent a boat, play volleyball, have a picnic, or enjoy a hotdog or hamburger at the Concession Stand by the shaded Pavilion.


There are several picnic tables and grills at or near the Beach and a large play area nearby.  Campers can enjoy the Beach or families can enjoy a day trip to the Beach.  Some groups bring busloads of children to the Beach.








Join the FRIENDS OF SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE STATE PARK, INC





   Annual Membership Dues:  $12.00 per person____________________________ 


    In addition, I/We would like to make a contribution in the amount of $__________________


   Name(s)____________________________________________________________________


   Address____________________________________________________________________


   City________________________________State_______________Zip__________________


   Telephone  (        )__________________Date of Application__________________________


    E-mail Address______________________________________________


    I/We can help with activities:  


    Weekdays_______ Weekends_______ Financial Supporter Only_______





   MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Friends of Smith Mountain Lake State Park, Inc.


								  1235 State Park Road                                                                              


								  Huddleston, VA 24104-9547     
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